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Born into a life of bondage, Frederick Douglass secretly taught himself to read and write. For a
slave, it was a crime punishable by death, but it resulted in one of the most eloquent indictments of
slavery ever recorded. Douglass's autobiography traces his birth into slavery, his escape to the
North, and the beginnings of the career that was to make him the preeminent spokesman for his
people. His gripping narrative takes us into the fields, cabins, and manors of pre–Civil War
plantations in the South and reveals the daily terrors he suffered as a slave.Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, an American Slave is one of the most influential autobiographies ever written.
This classic text did as much as or more than any other book to motivate the abolitionists to continue
to fight for freedom in America. Written more than a century and a half ago, this timeless classic still
speaks directly to our age. It is a record of savagery and inhumanity that goes far to explain why
America still suffers from the great injustices of the past.

Reviews of the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
an American Slave, with eBook (Tantor Unabridged Classics)
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Brol
This autobiography was assigned to me when I was a junior in high school. Three years later, as a
sophomore in college, I was asked to read the book again for my class on Black Thought and
Literature. I wish that I had taken the time to slow down and analyze Frederick Douglass' narrative
from a literal, analytical, and figurative perspective. Had I done that the first time around—as
opposed to treating the book as another required reading that I needed to speed-read through—I
believe that my understanding would have been more in-depth and meaningful. The emotion and
conviction with which the author writes is not only poetic and moving, but captivating as well. The
imagery, combined with Douglass' views on religion's role in the enslavement of black bodies,
masterfully paints a story that (in combination with other narratives) has, unfortunately, been lost
throughout time. In fact, many Black writers during this period refused to publish their experiences
for fear that they will be caught and returned to slavery. In other cases, some writers used pen
names to add some anonymity to their experiences. Nevertheless, such works should be cherished
and valued; for they allow us to gain a better understanding of how far our society has come, and
how much more needs to be done to ensure a future where everyone is equal (in the truest sense of
the word).
Frdi
This is the edition close to the original. Be careful as many other editions are out with additional
opinions by modern "interpreters". This book, from the original author, needs no added opinions or
editorials.
Nuadora
Good read. It took me a little less than 2 weeks to read this book. I only read it on the train to and
from work so when I did finish it I had mixed feelings. I wanted to know more about his life once he
was finally in the free state. He didn't explain how he navigated through the slave states to reach his
final destination. He gave his reasons. Understandable for the time which was before emancipation
but I was still curious and looking forward to reading about that. Also at the end he says he sent for
his wife...She wasn't mentioned throughout the entire book then she pops up. Where and when did
they meet? I'm really nip picking but overall a very good read. I definitely took advantage of the
dictionary that was available on Kindle Unlimited. This guys vocabulary was crazy also some words
we just don't use in today's world. Looking for another book to get lost in.
MilsoN
Still quite a moving read more than 150 years after it was written. I am not yet 50 years old, yet I
have seen in my own lifetime the unreasonable attitude that has somehow been passed down over
time to this generation. Several times, I have seen my very own friends mistreated because they are
black. It stems from a lack of compassion, grown out of fear or ignorance. I recommend this book as
a most important read for our adolescent children, no matter what their racial or cultural
surroundings have taught them.
Vetitc
This book was one of the most heart rending, stirring narratives I have ever read. I now live in

Frederick Douglas country close by where he was born... Frederick Douglas is a profoundly gifted
writer that tells his story in a way that is poetic. This book gave me an even greater appreciation for
all he endured, for all he overcame and lived through and for what he became! What an inspirational
story that helps us all appreciate the life he lived and the impact he has had on millions of people!
EXCELLENT read. Now I am on to the later, longer version of his writings.
Rayli
THIS IS MUST READING FOR ALL AMERICANS YOUNG AND OLD. SELDOM IF EVER, HAVE I
BEEN SO MOVED BY A TRUE STORY, ABOUT SUFFERING UNDER THE THREATUROUS WHIP OF
SLAVERY. BUT BEAR IN MIND, FREDERICK DOUGLASS DOES MAGNIFICENT GOOD IN WRITING
FROM HIS EXPERIENCES IN SUCH A WAY THAT STIRS YOUR HEART AS WELL AS YOUR BRAIN
BECAUSE HIS MOTIVATION IS TO DO GOOD AND TELL THE TRUTH IN A COMPELLING
MANNER BECAUSE OF HIS ACUTE INTELLIGENCE AND HIS HEART FILLED WITH LOVE, NOT
HATE, AND FAITH IN GOD, NOT EVIL HYPOCRISY AS DEMONSTRATED BY VICIOUS
SLAVEOWNERS PRETENDING TO BE CHRISTIANS DOING GOD'S WORK, BUT QUITE THE
OPPOSITE.THIS IS NOT A BOOK ABOUT RELIGION, INSTEAD ABOUT HORRIFIC EFFECTS UPON
BOTH SLAVES AND SLAVEOWNERS. THIS IS A "MUST READ." PRINT IN BOOK TOO SMALL.
HENCE I RECOMMEND USE OF KINDLE INSTEAD.
AN ASIDE: (IN THE END, IN MY OPINION, THE BLOODY CIVIL WAR THAT TORMENTED OUR
GREATEST PRESIDENT, LINCOLN, WAS OUR MORAL DUTY TO ENGAGE IN ON DIFFERENT
LEVELS, TOO LONG TO ADD HERE.)
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